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Yet another amazing 
songwriter that I had the 
opportunity to meet in a 
workshop setting! His 
name is Nels Andrews. 
Nels is a poet and a singer 
songwriter with a style I 
just love. 
His CD, Off Track Betting is 
a solid collection of well 
written songs featuring 
Nels easy vocals. 
For me being able to hear 
all the back stories about 
his band touring and about 
his life was so interesting 
and inspiring.
I would highly recommend 
picking up / or downloading 
this CD. If youʼre on the 
East Coast look for Nels 
live!
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Running Out of Boxes 
WORLD PREMEIRE: 

ROGUE FESTIVAL
When: 

March 4 - 7:30 pm

March 5th -3:45 pm

March 11th - 10:00 pm

March 12th - 2:30 pm

Where: City Arts Gallery

1475 North Van Ness, Fresno

I’m thrilled to announce the World Premiere of Running Out of Boxes! We are wrapping 
up our rehearsals and looking for a potential friends and family venue for a final dress 
rehearsal show before we load up and take it down to Fresno!

I’m also excited to be working with Ms. Dale Carlson. She is the newest member of the 
Daniel Mandel band and quite an amazing sax and flute player. 

Running Out of Boxes is a hybrid between a play and a concert. e audience is brought 
into a world of boxes. ere are boxes full of memories; boxes that are a warning; gay boxes; 
some mysteries and a few laughs! Is there a song in every box? Come to see the show to find 
out! If you have friends in the Fresno area spread the word. If you aren’t able to make to the 
Fresno shows we will be performing parts of the show in April at the Marsh eater in San 
Francisco.

Performances
Click for current info & Updates
3/4       (7:30 pm) Running Out of Boxes @ City Arts Gallery, 1475 North 
Van Ness, Fresno (Rogue Festival)
3/5       (3:45 pm) Running Out of Boxes @ City Arts Gallery, 1475 North 
Van Ness, Fresno (Rogue Festival)
3/11     (10:00 pm) Running Out of Boxes @ City Arts Gallery, 1475 North 
Van Ness, Fresno (Rogue Festival)
3/12     (2:30 pm) Running Out of Boxes @ City Arts Gallery, 1475 North 
Van Ness, Fresno (Rogue Festival)
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D a n i e l  M a n d e l

Listening Room 
Songwriting Retreat

is is the 2nd time around for me at the 
Listening Room songwriting retreat. is is 
really a co-writing retreat. It is a great 
experience and there are some amazing 
songwriters that participate. is year we were 
grouped in three’s so it was another unique 
challenge to write with two other songwriters 
and not just in pairs.

I met some good friends and renewed my 
connection with some older friends. 

is really is a unique experience to be 
thrown together with such creative and 
passionate people for a week and focus on 
creating new songs. At the end of our time we 
put on a  concert of the songs we had just 
written as a benefit and fundraiser — so it was 
very special to realize the songs and to be able 
to present them to an audience for the 1st 
time!

Questions? Send me an email @ 

dm_music@comcast.net

Running out of Boxes 
More about the show...

is show has grown out of my desire to continue to express my songs in a unique 
way be creating a context to tell the story of the song. I had been working on several 
disparate contexts and trying to “smush” them all together. When I took them to a 
workshop — I got very clear feedback that I needed some method of tying all the 
disparate themes together. 

In the same workshop I was writing feedback for a beautiful actress who was 
working on a performance piece with a lot of various modes of presentation. I wrote 
down, ‘OK, you’ve broken out of the actress box’ then she would switch to a new mode 
and I wrote, ‘OK - now you’ve blasted through the typical singer box’; and then as I saw her 
move effortlessly through other modes of expression, I wrote down, ‘We are running out 
of Boxes here!’

Late that night I couldn’t get that phrase out of my head and then I realized I might 
have a way to present lots of different contexts from one overarching mode of 
presentation. I pictured a stage full of boxes and as I opened each one, well, the 
possibilities were endless!

e rest was really a sort of creative puzzle which I relish! ere were some good 
challenges and some mis-steps where I had to go back and really find the right approach 
and sequence. I hope to be able to perform this show many times!
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