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Boulder Fringe 200 7
What a g reat exper ience! I 
presented six per formances 
of ÒBrave Open Lo veÓ in 

the Exhibitrek Ar t Galler y. 
My local hos ts were this 
reall y g reat couple t hat 

made my stay there 
suppor tive and comf or ting. 
While I w as not per forming 
I was able t o see many 

many great pla ys, dances 
and just hang out in t he 
Boulder community! 

Daniel  Mandel
N e w s l e t t e r

Instrumentation

A tour of  my musical 

instruments, both acoustic live 

and studio
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Creativity in France

A workshop in September. Info 

on how “Brave Open Love” 

was created.
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Brave Open Love

Is it a concert or a one-man 

show or both? Where and when 

is it being presented?
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LOTS OF ACTIVITIES THIS FALL!
Yes. The new web site is up at www.danielrmandel.com 
where you can listen to samples of  music, purchase the 

CD - Might Be You and find out about performance dates.
I am so excited to be putting out my very first Newsletter. There are a lot of  

developments I have to tell you about. That’s why I am highlighting my web site 
www.danielrmandel.com as the place to go for the most current information. I will be 

updating with new info each week.
Having completed my trip to the Boulder Fringe Festival, I am now back in Oakland 

gearing up for a performance at the Wildwood resort center in Guerneville, CA. For those of  

you not from Northern California it is also known as the Russian River area.
By the time this comes out my music will have beeen played on the air Sept 3 at 7:00 pm 

Central Daylight Time on www.kcia1.com. After the show, everyone is welcome to vote for his 
or her favorite from the songs played on the show. The 

top three songs will be played on three of  our shows 
throughout the month. 
On www.unsunghero.com my song Plastic Wings will be 

featured on the front page on Tuesday, September 11th.

So... there are a lot of  great activities going on and I 

hope to keep the momentum going and keep everyone 
informed as much as possible!

http://www.kcia1.com/
http://www.kcia1.com/
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My Acoustic Live Instruments

These are my two guit ars I use for liv e shows. My Guild F -50 and t he 

Tacoma Ol ympia. So f ar t hese have been very good f or me. I ha ve had 
some interesting exper iences trying t o get these onto ßights and tr ying 
to Þnd the best way to ship them or check them as bagg age. But overall  

they have worked well f or me.

Daniel  Mandel

Instruments
I thought it might be 

interesting to mention the 
instruments I use when I play live 
and the instruments I use on my 

studio 
albums. 
Live is easy. 

My studio 
instruments 
take a bit of 

explaining.

Studio Instruments
• Mac G5
• ProTools
• Reason (software synthesizer)

• Danelectro Baratone Guitar
• Aria Pro Electric Guitar
• Ensoniq MR 61 Synthesizer

These are the main 
components that make up my 
home studio. This allows me to play all the 

backing tracks and set up the different 
sounds to create each of  the songs. Then I 

play my guitars and 
sing. Sometimes I will 

add three-part 
harmonies. There is so 
much to know and so 

much to learn on 
the studio 

recording 

mixing and 
engineering side 

These are my 

instruments that help 
me interpret my songs 

from bo th an acoustic live 

and a s tudio per spective.

that I am very nearly overwhelmed... but I’m also drawn in and fascinated with the 
process. OK obsessed is a more accurate word. The result — I hope is a quality 
recording. I know when I’m done with a song when I can listen to it in front of  friends 
and know that I’ve captured something special. It can be very weird playing all the roles 

of  artist, songwriter, singer, band, producer, vocal coach, and mixing engineer. This is a 
big reason why live performances are so rewarding. They are very immediate and 
energetic and the communication is direct and authentic. 

	 My last CD I used a lot of  backing parts from my Ensoniq synthesizer 
workstation. This new CD uses a fancier software synthesizer called Reason which gets 
me one step closer to a more natural acoustic set of  sounds as well as giving me access to 

a fantastic array of  fantastic synthesized sounds. I like to think of  it as how a four or five 
piece traditional rock band would sound with some highlights and elaborations sprinkled 
tastefully on top. I try not to sound too big or over produced, but I do use some 
experimental techniques on a few tracks.
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Traveling to France

This is actually my third or “troisième” trip to Southwestern 

France. After my initial debacle of  being rerouted through a series 

of  trains and arriving later than expected, I learned that it is 

better to travel with a companion whenever possible. This year I 

am hoping for smooth sailing... er flying and training. Traveling 

with a guitar is always an interesting 

challenge. I am hoping that I have it 

figured out by now - but I am always 

ready to be surprised. Up until now it has 

been worth the aggravations to be able to 

have my guitar with me - especially in this creative environment!

Daniel  Mandel

Playing at m y MomÕs assisted living  

facility , Las Cruces, NM

The Discipline of Freedom: 

Expression and Creativity 
I am attending my third installment of  this workshop at the 

end of  September. This is a workshop lead by Paul Oertel in 
Southwestern France. He is an amazing talent, an insightful 
teacher and I am so honored to consider him a mentor. The 

workshop is an exploration of  creativity and form. Paul artfully 
and mindfully gathers a small group of  artists of  various 
disciplines together and finds the places where they are 

interested in stretching and growing and risking. He and his 
wife Nancy Spanier together create an environment that is alive 
with possibility and encouragement. The results are raw and 

palpable and inspiring.

Brave Open Love
I created the performance “Brave Open Love” as a 

collaborative work with Paul Oertel and Nancy Spanier after 
my 2006 trip to the workshop — I stayed an extra week and 

together we crafted a series of  spoken word and poetic 
introductions to each of  my songs. The result was a focus on 
heart opening and really feeling into each of  the emotions 

created by each of  the songs. By connecting me to my heart, 
Paul and Nancy grounded me in the meaning of  the songs and 
ensured that my connection to the audience was authentic and 

honest, and well... “Brave Open Love”!

Home Concerts
It really is just as easy as throwing a party! When I first heard about the concept I 

thought it was a pretty cool idea. Now that I have attended several and performed at a 
few I am convinced — it is an awesome way to have a performer entertain in a private 
intimate concert. Folks who show up ‘really’ listen. You will get to hear the inside 

motivation for the songs and since the set up is really just a party with live music — 
everyone gets a chance to have a conversation with the artist and get to know him in a 
direct, accessible way. 

You really can’t make a mistake. You can be as informal or as formal as you like. 
Some folks are real party planners. Some people just pick a date and invite friends. The 
food can be catered or even potluck. 

The main thing is to have fun and enjoy a unique live show in a comfortable and 
intimate setting. Go to www.danielrmandel.com and click on CONTACT ME to request 
a date for a concert in your home!
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Brave

Sharing songs, telling personal stories, 

offering dramatic expressions about 

relationships. No holding back.

Open

Honest observations. Moving past the 

difficult spots with perspective and wisdom.

Love

The meaning that holds together the point 

on the head of  the pin where the angels 

dance. 

Daniel  Mandel

BRAVE OPEN LOVE
The performance begins on an empty 

stage. A few strains of  notes are heard. A 
guitar is strumming out of  sight. The poet 
philosopher appears singing to the mystic 

spirits and then turns and discovers the 
room with people. The potential is electric. 
The singer sings and speaks words to truth.

... this is the experience of  the opening 
of  Brave Open Love.

Why Be Brave and Open if 
not for Love?

So just what is this all about? Brave 

Open Love is:
• An acoustic performance of  14 songs
• A journey through many emotional 

qualities

• A spoken word and poetry recital
• A speaking of  truth
• A vision quest and more... 

What does Brave Open Love mean to you?

You can send in your comments on 
www.danielrmandel.com on the Contact 
page.

Open Mics ar e still alive!
Open mics provide a great 

opportunity to get in front of  an audience 
and try out new material. I have been 
participating in open mics in the Bay Area 

on and off  for a few years.
Recently I performed at the 

Sweetwater in Mill Valley - which sadly is 

closing in only a few weeks. I’m pretty sure 
that they are not closing because I played 
there! But while I was there this cool guy 
named Slim asked me if  I would be willing 

to be filmed. I said “sure” and he captured 
that performance of  Brave Open Love. 

You can see the video on 

www.TheOpenMic.Net and then click on 
Sweetwater 8/11/07. I also participated in 
a written interview which you can see by 

clicking on the Interviews link at the top of 
the page.

Download your free song today!

Check out a new design we are working on 

below...

FREE MUSIC DOWNLOAD!
Did you know that if  you go to 
www.danielrmandel.com there is a 

free download just waiting for you? 
The song is an acoustic version of  
the song She Said which is featured 
in the acoustic one man show called 

Brave Open Love.

201 Castro Street, Mountain View 94041  
650-967-4473
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